
BMP 053 - Do Not Store Used Parts or Containers Directly on Ground 

 
 
Description of Potential Pollutants and Their Source:    Used parts are often covered with oil, 
grease, and other potential pollutants.  Containers, such as 55-gallon drums and flammable 
materials storage lockers, may develop leaks and spill potential pollutants onto the ground or 
pavement. If the used parts or containers are stored directly on the pavement or ground, 
significant materials can be exposed to storm water which can transport the pollutants into the 
storm drain system or receiving waters. 
 
Description of BMP:  Used parts and containers will not be stored directly on the pavement or the 
ground.  If possible, used parts and containers will be stored indoors.  If outdoor storage is 
necessary, smaller parts will be placed inside a leak-proof, covered container, such as a labeled 
55-gallon drum, and placed on a wooden pallet.  Larger parts will be placed on wooden pallets or 
waterproof tarpaulins and covered with secure tarpaulins.  Containers will be placed on wooden 
pallets to prevent the bottoms from rusting and to facilitate spill and leak detection.  Placing used 
parts and containers in roofed, bermed storage areas is also acceptable. 
 
Application Guidance:  Used parts and containers will never be stored directly on the pavement or 
ground. 
 
Training:  Personnel will be trained to never store used parts or containers directly on the ground 
or pavement. 
 
Effectiveness and Cost:  This is a moderately effective, low-cost BMP. 
 
Limitations:  None 
 


